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Abstract:
Applying participatory video (PV) in which communities and individuals collaboratively tell their story and
experiences through the use of camera is increasingly being used in sustainable development. Our paper
reflects on the potential of PV in a community in South Africa when used as both an educational
tool to explore options to enhance adaptive capacity and as a measurement tool to monitor and
evaluate the effectiveness of those changes amongst communities dealing with climate change. Using
participatory visual methods in the context of climate change and adaptation strategies, we need to
consider them in the planning stage, valuing the knowledge of the people who know most of their own
livelihood systems. Engaging with PV can amplify people’s voices regarding their matter of importance as
well as affecting policy makers for their benefit development.
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1. Introduction
Climate change is a global phenomenon including causes of natural climate changes and anthropogenic
changes in climate. It hits most seriously the livelihood of the most vulnerable groups, which have
generally little capacity to adapt (Adger et. Al 2003). Therefore, it is of particular importance to look at the
status of knowledge of climate change and its effects on community level. While local communities may
have little knowledge about global causes and impacts of climate change, they are often aware of
changes in their livelihood and environment. However, less attention has been paid yet to the role of local
knowledge and experiences of communities in their efforts to cope and adapt to their changing livelihoods
(Reid et al. 2009).
This study presents some results from the analysis of the work on adaptation to climate change and
participatory approaches realized by a community in South Africa. We were particularly interested in
exploring potentials of the aspects empowerment, ownership and inclusion in the participatory video
process.
To complement the analysis, we asked what are the advantages and disadvantages of participatory
video? What are the challenges and limitations of the tool? Are their requirements to increase the
potential of participatory video? The focus is not on any particular video but rather analyses the process
of the method as a whole.

2. Participatory Video Approach
The idea of using participatory video as a tool in the context of a people-centered sustainable
development approach is not new. A facilitating group around Don Snowden accomplished first
experiments with the visual media tool already in the late 1960’s (Harding 2001).
Tamara Plush defines participatory video as a bottom-up approach in which a group, community or
individuals produces their own oral recordings or film/video clips on issues according to their own sense
of importance (2009, 12). Using participatory video aims to develop participant’s ability to express their
issues of importance in the way of filmmaking and providing an authentic voice on grassroots level (Lunch
& Lunch 2006). Focusing on the content, the use of participatory video can also enable participants to
show their achievements, increase awareness and responsibility for their own living circumstances and
prospected futures. Participatory video is also defined as a form of learning from and with each other at
equal level (Lissel 2013).
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3. Case Study
The case study presented in this study is of tea farmers in South Africa. The community is located in a
region called Suid Bokkeveld in the district municipality which is part of the Northern Cape Province. Within
the context of adapting to climate change, the community has been cooperating with the NGO Indigo and
university based researchers applying a Participatory Action Research approach since 2000 (Archer et al.
2008). Participatory video was introduced as part of a larger project on climate change adaptation in 2009.
Several film clips and video interviews have been recorded on daily livelihood and mapping water
resources. Some footage are recorded for internal learning and communication purposes and is not
accessible to the public, while other filming have already been shown at international decision-making
meetings (Koelle et al. 2010)

4. Research Methodology and Analysis
The research study uses an explorative qualitative approach (expert interviews, observation) and is
integrated in a broader action research on adaptation. In order to measure potentials of participatory
video in the context of climate change adaptation, an analytical framework was developed. The
framework presented here, is based on an analytical framework developed in the context of participatory
monitoring (Segebart 2007) and modified to the research objectives of this paper. It outlines the basic
concept to the practical objective of this research study by formulating categories, indicators and
measurements (Lissel 2011).

Table 1: Framework of analysis to measure potentials of PV (modified from Segebart, 2007)
Category
Participation

Indicator
Level of participation
Ownership
Intensity of participation

Effectiveness

Occurrence of expected effects
Efficiency

Adaptation
Sustainability

Flexibility of the method to be
adapted in other research contexts
Institutional sustainability

Measurement
Quantitative/Qualitative participation
Who owns the impulse, design, edit in the
participatory process?
Sum of Level of participation and
ownership
Collective learning processes
Individual learning processes
Cost-Benefit Analysis
Transformation
Difficulties and challenges
Feasibility
Adaptability
Transformation potential
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5. Key Findings
In this paper, we elaborate potentials of participatory video in the context of climate change adaptation
strategies in sustainable development in South Africa. The study investigate potentials of participatory
video when implemented as a learning tool to enhance empowerment and ownership dealing with climate
change as well as a measurement tool to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness those changes. Based
on the analysis of the interviews and secondary data, we found that participatory video is an engaging
and multi-functional tool promoting the voices of the community effectively, however the results suggest
long-term commitment within the assigned project cycle. The results from the analysis show that PV can
be an innovative way of monitoring and evaluating change and adaptation practices. (Lissel 2013).

From the analysis, we found consistently high levels of participation throughout the participatory video
cycle in the case study. The participating group consists of more than 30 people in an age group from 2250 years old. Equally both women and men participated and the level of engagement depends on the
person themselves. The roles of the participation in the process are quite clear. Throughout the different
stages, they can vary or be the same but nevertheless it is clear who is doing what. Together with the
NGO the participatory video process is designed but the community holds the decision-making rights on
the video content and requested to use participatory video as baseline study for monitoring the water
resources. A high level of active engagement and with good facilitation can maintain the potential of
participatory video. If participants learn skills in storytelling, video production and editing than this may
create the opportunity for a more efficient use of the video. The level of participation is determined
through the interest and enthusiasm of how the instrument is introduced into the community and project
work. Thus, an effective and sustainable application of the video will require an appropriate level of trust
between the facilitating body and participating group. The decision-making process is based a communal
understanding and respect.. The community members are involved from the start to the finish of the
process and can always interfere and change the way they want to be represented and shown in the
video. The video process enables participants to take their own actions to solve their problems.
Moreover, the participants should be given autonomy in decision-making and have access to the films.
The resources of human, financial and time capacities need to be secured, once a trusting and
responsible relationship between the people involved is established.
Often costs for the equipment and computer software are not affordable by low-income households
unless they cooperate with an organisation or have other funding available. In addition, other material
costs such as photocopies and travel costs need to be considered in the calculation as well.
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However, the non-material costs such as how much time the participants have to take out of their daily
work patterns is difficult to estimate but the video process is certainly time consuming. Consequently, the
filming can take up to a day depending on what is filmed because the participants need to take a day off
their daily work responsibilities. In the case study, the filming appointments are coordinated by the
temporal needs of the community (Lissel 2011).
The assessment of the results lead to the conclusion that the potential of participatory video as a
measurement tool to show the effectiveness of change is still in the initial phase and continue to unfold.
Change cannot be rushed and requires continual reflection loops. However, great potentials occur when
participatory video is applied as learning tool to contribute to build capacities empowerment and
ownership. we found that it has comparative advantages, especially in a context where the literacy rate is
low and participants have different level of education. Making a good movie that they can be proud of is
another important outcome of the video process. The learning process can induce the participants to
learn how they acquire and use new skills and knowledge effectively as well-functioning ability. when
interacting with participatory video may help the participants to gain self-confidence and it is certainly
helpful for building new learning competences. The acquisition of technical knowledge might be an
obstacle but once it is done, it can represent a new freedom and self-esteem for communities as well as
for the individual participants.
The main results reveal high potentials of PV when used as a shared learning experience in climate
change adaptation, the importance of acknowledging local knowledge and innovation. However,
assistance is especially required in the initial phases of the approach – learning to deal with the new
technology.
We found that participatory video is suitable for strengthening the development process of a community.
Establishing autonomy for the participants in terms of both skills training and production/editing increases
the potential of participatory video. If the people’s opinion is taking into account, it creates both social
acknowledgment and active participation.

6. Conclusion
In this paper, we elaborate potentials of participatory video in the context of climate change adaptation
strategies in sustainable development in South Africa.
When we use participatory visual methods in the context of climate change and adaptation, participatory
approaches need to be considered in the planning stage, valuing the knowledge of the people who know
most of their own livelihood systems. We conclude that if engaging in participatory video research, it can
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show people’s voices regarding their matters of importance as well as affecting policy makers for their
benefit development.
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