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The annual global forum for cities and adaptation to climate change.

While cities make e! orts to reduce their greenhouse 
gas emissions and increase urban energy-
e"  ciency, they are at the same time vulnerable. 
Climate change is already leading to an increased 
frequency of extreme weather events bringing 
 ̄oods, landslides and droughts while melting 
glaciers threaten the drinking water supply of large 
cities and sea-level rise imperils many coastal 
communities. 

Many of these climate change impacts will be ± 
and in some cases already have been ± felt directly 
at the local level. Local governments have a 
responsibility to protect their people, property, and 
resources. With the economies, livelihoods, safety 
and character of their communities at stake, cities 
are harnessing their visionary leadership and policy 
tools to increase resilience as they prepare for the 
future. 

The Resilient Cities congress series: 
A legacy of leadership

In 2010 ICLEI ± Local Governments for Sustainability, the World 
Mayors Council on Climate Change and the City of Bonn/
Germany successfully launched Resilient Cities, the ® rst World 
Congress on Cities and Adaptation to Climate Change. This 
milestone event established an ongoing global platform for 
learning, cooperation, networking and development of resilience 
and adaptation solutions. 

Building on discussions and insights of Resilient Cities 2010, 
the second edition of this annual event focused on responsive 
® nancing for adaptation with the presentation of ICLEI's White 
Paper ªFinancing the Resilient Cityº. Resilient Cities 2011 
welcomed 535 Mayors, governors, top UN o•  cials, scientists 
and other major stakeholders from around the world who 
actively engaged in more than 50 sessions and discussed critical 
topics such as:

· Financing of urban climate change adaptation

· Urban planning and vulnerability assessment

· Regional and local strategies for climate change adaptation

· Green infrastructure

Resilient Cities 2012 is set for 12-15 May 2012 in Bonn and 
welcomes interest and involvement from sponsors, partners, 
exhibitors, speakers and participants.

Joan Clos, UN-HABITAT's Under Secretary General and Executive Director, Co-Patron of Resilient Cities 2011, 
presenting at the summary and outlook plenary

World Bank's Special Envoy for Climate Change Andrew Steer and ICLEI's Secretary General Konrad Otto-Zimmermann 
during the high level panel ªResponsive ®

The global challenge of climate change 

adaptation: Where local impacts meet 

a world of solutions.

But they must start planning now.
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The annual global forum for cities and adaptation to climate change.   Where local impacts meet a world of solutions.

Mayors Adaptation Forum

Convened by the World Mayors Council on Climate Change 
Mayors Adaptation Forum forms the local leaders' segment of 
the Resilient Cities congress.

At Resilient Cities 2011, in a number of closed sessions, over 
30 local decision makers discussed bottom-up ® nancing for 
urban adaptation and global climate reporting, with a speci® c 
focus on adaptation actions.

35 local-decision makers signed the Bonn Declaration of 
Mayors and agreed unanimously to 13 action points designed 
to raise urban adaptation to the agenda of global climate 
governance. It was also agreed to put the topic of adaptation 
® nance and global reporting in the center of their advocacy 
towards the COP 17 in Durban.

Action and outcomes: 
Connections. Ideas. Inspiration. 

Resilient Cities provides a great platform to generate new ideas 

and strategies, and forges new partnerships that will have a 

lasting impact. The congress creates a new community which 

shares knowledge and works together towards more adaptation 

and resilience initiatives at the local level.

Findings and outcomes of Resilient Cities will add value to 
local adaptation and resilience strategies and serve as a basis 
for the topics to be presented at Resilient Cities 2012 and 2013.

Resilient Cities 2011 
by the numbers 

· 535 participants

·   65 countries represented

·     6 continents represented

·   31  % of participants representing local governments

·   30  % of participants representing research, 
academic and consulting ® elds

·   23% of participants representing international 
organizations and NGOs

·   48 sessions held 

· 215 speakers

·   35  mayors adapted the Bonn Declaration of Mayors

The congress report providing a detailed overview of 
the  Resilient Cities 2011 is now available online: 
www.iclei.org/bonn2011

World Bank's Special Envoy for Climate Change Andrew Steer and ICLEI's Secretary General Konrad Otto-Zimmermann 
during the high level panel ªResponsive ® nance for adaptationº

Signatories of the `Mexico City Pact' at Resilient Cities 2011

www.iclei.org/resilient-cities
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A place to stage events and launches

Apart from plenaries and parallel sessions, Resilient Cities 

2011 hosted other events among which were the launches of 

UN-HABITAT ªCities and Climate Changeº report and ARC3 

ªClimate Change and Cities: First Assessment Report of the 

Urban Climate Change Research Network.º Two Memorandums 

of Understanding between ICLEI - GRF and ICLEI - UN-HABITAT 

were signed as well as two upcoming international events - 

EcoMobility Changwon 2011 and 2011 Gwangju Summit of the 

Urban Environmental Accords and Urban CDM - announced.

The Inter-American Development Bank also took an opportunity 

to present the Emerging and Sustainable Cities Platformª

A Reality Check

The Reality Check series focused on particular cases of cities 

from around the world. During these three hour, hands-on 

sessions, featured local governments had a chance to present 

their local scenarios, adaptation planning e! orts and challenges 

within their community, and to stimulate discussions with 

participants through interactive workshops. 

Cities featured at Resilient Cities 2010: Dhaka, Bangladesh; 

Durban, South Africa; Miami, United States; and Quito, 

Equador.

Cities featured at Resilient Cities 2011: Ho Chi Minh City, 

Vietnam; Lagos, Nigeria; London, UK; and Semarang, 

Indonesia.

ªResilient Cities. Cities and Adaptation to Climate 

Change ± Proceedings of the Global Forum 2010ª 

is the ® rst volume of a new series published by 

Springer Verlag and dedicated to the Resilient 

Cities annual congress. The book is based on the 

knowledge gained from the Resilient Cities 2010 

and was presented by ICLEI at the 2011 congress. 

It o! ers numerous examples of ongoing adaptation 

programs and strategies across a wide range of 

contexts thus 

addressing the 

growing potential 

of cities in the ® ght 

against climate 

change.

The forthcoming 

book, combining 

the inputs of the 

2011 congress, 

will be unveiled 

at Resilient Cities 

2012.

The Resilient Cities 2011 exhibition area also hosted a poster session welcoming 24 presenters The congress created an outstanding platform for networking, communicating and sharing ideas

www.iclei.org/resilient-cities

The annual global forum for cities and adaptation to climate change.

Resilient Cities on the shelf
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The congress created an outstanding platform for networking, communicating and sharing ideas The Reality Check workshop featuring London (UK) was one of the 44 parallel sessions held at Resilient Cities 2011

www.iclei.org/resilient-cities

The annual global forum for cities and adaptation to climate change.   Where local impacts meet a world of solutions.

Margareta Wahlstr!m , United 
Nation's Assistant Secretary-
General for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, acknowledged that 
ªthe United Nations doesn't 
yet have a good framework 
for interacting with local 
governmentsº in her call for an 
ªincrease of space for local governments in the national arena 
and in global agenda-setting.º

ªA watershed event in refocusing 
the local government agenda. 
We leave Bonn with a new 
ABC:!Adaptation and!Building 
resilience for climate change 
in!Cities.º 

Debra Roberts, Deputy Head, 
Environmental Management 

Dep., eThekwini Municipality, Durban, South Africa

ªLocal o"  cials and leaders often 
learn best from one another, 
and this congress is a golden 
opportunity.º

Joan Clos, UN-HABITAT`s 
Executive Director, Co-Patron of 
Resilient Cities 2011

ªWhat is needed is to build on 
local expertise and institutions 
and fund what is needed locally, 
rather than conventional 
global ® nancing mechanisms 
determining what local action is 
eligible for funding.º 

Jeb Brugmann, Founding 
Partner, The Next Practice ; Founder of ICLEI; Author of 
the white paper on ªFinancing the Resilient Cityª 

High-level participants listen, learn and lead
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Resilient Cities: In their own words

www.iclei.org/resilient-cities

The annual global forum for cities and adaptation to climate change.

ªResilient Cities helps us [city 
mayors] to assess the state of 
knowledge and practices and to 
design new solutions.º

J!rgen Nimptsch, Lord Mayor 
City of Bonn and Vice-Chair of 
the World Mayors Council on 
Climate Change

Marcelo Ebrard, Mayor of Mexico City and WMCCC's Chair speaking at the Mayors Adaptation Forum sessionMichel Li!s, Chairman Global Partnerships, Member of Executive Board, Swiss Reinsurance C
Sponsor of Resilient Cities 2011)

ªOur cities are at risk now. We are 
losing time, so we are working with 
other cities in order to have new 
ideas, new ways to do things faster 
than in the past. Our Mayors 
Adaptation Forum is a unique 
opportunity to discuss a way to get 
closer to the future we want.º 

Marcelo Ebrard, Mayor of Mexico City and Chair of the 
World Mayors Council on Climate Change

ªWe are still at the very beginning 
but for the ® rst movers [resilient 
cities] will be a tremendous 
market for the future.º

Professor J!rgen Kropp, Head 
of the North-South Research 
Group, Postdam Institute of 
Climate Change

ªBuilding resilient cities is very 
much about allocating resources 
to the most cost e! ective 
adaptation measures to reduce 
and prevent the risk of climate 
change. This is where insurance 
comes in.º 

Michel Li"s, Chairman Global 
Partnerships, Member of 

Executive Board, Swiss Reinsurance Company Ltd. 
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The third global forum:
Bonn/Germany, 12-15 May 2012

Save the date 
! meet ! present ! sponsor ! exhibit 
Resilient Cities 2012, the third World Congress on Cities and Adaptation to Climate Change, will 
take place on 12-15 May 2012 in Bonn, Germany, preceding the UNFCCC Bonn Climate Talks. 
Special themes of Resilient Cities 2012 will be urban risk and urban infrastructure.

Participate. Based on the success of the previous editions, Resilient Cities 2012 will be the global platform for 
learning, cooperation and networking on all aspects of urban resilience. There will be a renewed emphasis on 
policy development, practical implementation strategies and ® nancing adaptation. 

Host. You may host a complementary event alongside Resilient Cities 2012 to maximize value for participants. 

Sponsor. Link up to a unique global platform and pro® le your company as a provider of knowledge and 
solutions. Associate your brand with the largest global partnership on cities and adaptation to climate 
change. Expose your company to new markets and opportunities. Support our e! orts to assist communities in 
developing countries to adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

Exhibit. Showcase the solutions you o! er as a producer of new technologies, provider of software, developer of 
plans or expert in the ® eld. Demonstrate your commitment to helping communities become climate-resilient. 

Please direct queries about host, sponsor and exhibitor opportunities at Resilient Cities 2012 to       
resilient.cities@iclei.org.

www.iclei.org/resilient-cities

The annual global forum for cities and adaptation to climate change.   Where local impacts meet a world of solutions.

Michel Li"s, Chairman Global Partnerships, Member of Executive Board, Swiss Reinsurance Company Ltd. (Silver 
Sponsor of Resilient Cities 2011)

ICLEI Secretary General with Solar World - the corporate sponsor of Resilient Cities 2010 - in the exhibition area  

Also mark your calendars for Resilient Cities 2013" The fourth World Congress on Cities and 
Adaptation to Climate Change is already set for 31 May - 2 June, 2013 in Bonn, Germany



Resilient Cities  
Congress Secretariat
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany

Tel. +49-228 / 976 299-28
Fax: +49-228 / 976 299-01
resilient.cities@iclei.org
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Steering Board
· Chair: Joan Clos, Under Secretary General, Executive 

Director, UN-HABITAT
· Monique Barbut, Chief Executive O!  cer, GEF
· David Cadman, Councilor, City of Vancouver, Canada; 

ICLEI President
· Marcelo Ebrard, Mayor, Mexico City, Mexico; Chair, 

World Mayors Council on Climate Change
· J"rgen Nimptsch, Mayor, City of Bonn, Germany; Vice-

Chair, World Mayors Council on Climate Change
· Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP
· Kadir Topbas, Mayor, Metropolitan Istanbul, Turkey; 

President, UCLG
· Veerle Vandeweerd, Director, Environment and Energy 

Group, Bureau for Development Policy, UNDP
· Margareta Wahlstr#m, Special Representative of 

the Secretary General for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
UNISDR

Program Committee
· Chair: Konrad Otto-Zimmermann, Secretary General, 

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability
· Joern Birkmann, Head of Section, Vulnerability 

Assessment, Risk Management and Adaptive 
Planning, UNU-EHS

· Jeb Brugmann, Managing Partner, The Next Practice; 
Founder of ICLEI and member of the ICLEI Advisory 
Board

· Martha Delgado Peralta, Minister of the Environment, 
Mexico City, Mexico

· David Dodman, Senior Researcher, IIED
· Mikaela Engert, City Planner, City of Keene, USA
· Pan Jiahua, Director, Institute for Urban and 

Environmental Studies
· Abha Joshi Ghani, Manager, Urban Development and 

Local Government Unit, World Bank
· Arab Hoballah, Chief, Sustainable Consumption and 

Production Branch, UNEP
· Alex Nickson, Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 

Manager, Greater London Authority, UK
· Gregg Oelofse, Head of Environmental Strategy and 

Policy, City of Cape Town, South Africa
· Andreas Rechkemmer, Chief Science and Policy 

Advisor, Global Risk Forum (GRF)
· Violeta Seva, Senior Advisor, Makati City, Philippines
· Anthony Socci, Senior Advisor on Climate and Energy, 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
· Raf Tuts, Chief, Urban Environmental Planning 

Branch, UN-HABITAT
· Thorsten Schlurmann, Scienti® c Advisory Committee 

Member, DKKV
· Helena Molin Vald$s, Acting Director, UNISDR
· Carlos Villacis, Global Risk Identi® cation Programme 

(GRIP) Coordinator, UNDP

www.iclei.org/resilient-cities

The annual global forum for cities 
and adaptation to climate change

 

World Bank

E M I
Earthquakes and 

Megacities Initiative

UNU-EHS
Institute for Environment
and Human Security

Endorsing Partners

Supporting Partners
The State  Governme nt
of Nor th Rhine-Westph alia

Silver sponsor Media partners
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